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bad, and his gallantries involved him in numerous
unseemly altercations. His enemies sought to have
him deposed, but the Archbishop of Bordeaux was
his friend, and through his influence Grandier was
at last acquitted of the charges against him. All
this made him a well-known character, and his hand-
some person, as well as his evil fame, might naturally
excite the imagination of a body of ignorant nuns
leading an idle and solitary life. At all events, in
1632, the inmates of the Ursuline Convent at Lou-
dun began to be disturbed by alarming and persist-
ent visitations; nocturnal apparitions constantly
appeared to some of the nuns, and it was finally
agreed that the tempter was Grandier, working with
the aid of the Evil One. Some of the statements
of the nuns were perhaps devised by Grandier's
enemies, much, doubtless, was the result of hysteri-
cal excitement, assisted by ingenious suggestion; it
is hard to separate the delusion from the fraud.
Recourse was had to exorcism, and the special ser-
vices adopted by the Church were used in the
endeavour to expel the demon. They were at-
tended with small success, and the zealous declared
that only by Grandier's death could these unhappy
girls be relieved from his unholy practices. The
excitement was great and the matter was discussed
at Paris almost as much as at Loudun. The Gov-
ernment could no longer disregard it, and at last a
special court of magistrates was organised to try the
offender. The judges listened to the evidence of
the nuns, and they examined the priest to discover
on him the marks of the Evil One, by which somespeed.Theob*
